SAMPLE SUPPORT LETTER FOR AB 568 (SKINNER) – PLEASE PERSONALIZE IF POSSIBLE/LETTERHEAD

[DATE – SEND BY SEPTEMBER 16th]
The Honorable Jerry Brown

Governor, State of California

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: Assembly Bill 568 (Skinner)

Position:  SIGNATURE REQUESTED
Dear Governor Brown: 

On behalf of [YOUR ORGANIZATION OR NAME HERE], [WE/I] am writing to let you know of [OUR/MY] support of AB 568 (Skinner).  If signed, AB 568 would improve and standardize restraint policies for pregnant inmates to reduce risks to the woman and her pregnancy. The bill seeks to build on current law and minimize restraints on any incarcerated pregnant woman when she is outside of the facility, including during transport and medical care.
Pregnancy already destabilizes the mother’s center of gravity and obscures visualization of her feet. Restraints further increase her chance of falls, which can cause placental detachment from the uterus, possibly resulting in the death of the mother and her baby.   Restraints pose additional risks for pregnant mothers when medical complications occur and physicians have difficulty evaluating and treating the patient due to the limited access to the patient.  Emergent and unpredictable procedures can often occur during labor when women need to move freely.  Physical restraints delay and obstruct necessary care, ultimately endangering the mother and her baby.
[WE/I] urge you to support AB 568, which allows for a balance between ensuring the security of the prisoners and personnel, and using restraints which can cause undue risks for harm to the woman, pregnancy, and fetus.  Please contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

[SIGNATURE]

[YOUR NAME]

[YOUR ORGANIZATION]

[CONTACT INFORMATION]
cc: 
Lark Park, Legislative Affairs, Office of the Governor

Assembly Member Skinner
