SAMPLE SUPPORT LETTER FOR AB 499 (ATKINS) – PLEASE PERSONALIZE IF POSSIBLE/LETTERHEAD
[DATE – SEND BY September 16th]
The Honorable Jerry Brown
Governor, State of California

State Capitol

Sacramento CA 95814
RE: Assembly Bill 499 (Atkins) 

Position:  REQUEST FOR SIGNATURE
Dear Governor Brown: 

On behalf of [YOUR ORGANIZATION OR NAME HERE] [WE/I] am writing to let you know of [OUR/MY] support of AB 499 (Atkins).  AB 499 will fix a gap in existing law by allowing minors to consent to and receive medical services to prevent sexually transmitted diseases (STDs).  Now they can consent only to diagnosis and treatment.  
Currently, Family Codes § 6925 and 6926 allow teens to consent to the diagnosis, prevention and treatment of pregnancy, and the diagnosis and treatment of sexually transmitted diseases (STDs). It is not clear why the Code fails to include prevention of STDs.  California is among many other states which failed to include prevention when drafting legislation. It is understandable that prevention services were not expressly included as the prevention options we have today did not exist in the 1960s.

While most teens involve their parents in medical decisions, even those involving sensitive subjects, we need to allow for those minors who can’t or won’t include their parents.  The current requirement that minors obtain parental consent for STD prevention services has resulted in missed and denied opportunities for minors to receive vital and time-sensitive medical care. The need to provide prevention services to this population is essential.

[WE/I] urge you to support this bill which promotes teen health and safety, and could reduce future medical costs.  Please contact me if you have any questions.
Sincerely,

[SIGNATURE]

[YOUR NAME]

[YOUR ORGANIZATION]

[CONTACT INFORMATION]
cc:  Lark Park, Legislative Affairs, Office of the Governor 

Assembly Member Toni Atkins
 
